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ORANGE COUNTY RECEIVES $2 MILLION IN CARES ACT FUNDING                                           
FROM THE COMMONWEALTH FOR WIRELESS HOTSPOT PROJECT 

 
 
Orange County, VA – Orange County receives $1,999,620 from the Commonwealth of Virginia for broadband 
funding pursuant to the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) for a wireless 
hotspot project.  
 
The hotspots are an innovative solution that provides access to free Wi-Fi for students, small business, 
teleworkers, and residents. The grant award will help Orange County build thirty-one (31) miles of optical fiber 
and rapidly deploy a county-wide network of Wi-Fi hotspots that will place 5,791 homes within two (2) miles of 
a free Wi-Fi hotspot. Over 1,600 of those homes will be less than one (1) mile from a hotspot.  The thirty-one 
(31) miles of fiber will pass 555 homes that will be able to receive fiber to the home connections in 2021. The 
Wi-Fi hotspots are being placed throughout the county in partnership with over a dozen community facilities 
including churches, parks, and fire stations.  
 
Orange County Administrator Theodore L. Voorhees noted, “The wireless hotspot project provides a viable and 
timely solution to Orange County citizens struggling with internet connectivity. We appreciate this generous grant 
from the Commonwealth which will free up local dollars to make fiber connections to residents beginning in 
2021.”   
 
The County will complete the project through a partnership with the Orange County Broadband Authority, and 
its operating entity, FiberLync, utilizing existing contracts to begin construction immediately. The project must be 
completed by December 25, 2020 to comply with the CARES Act funding guidelines.  
 
For further information, please contact Stephanie Straub, Public Information Officer at 
sstraub@orangecountyva.gov or (540) 672-5407.   
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